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ScHEDULED DIsEAsE. 

A fortnight ago the Board of Agriculture com- 
pleted the returns of scheduled animal disease for 
the first six months of this year; and it is useful to 
compare the figures with those of the correspond- 
ing period in recent years. On the whole, with one 
exception, the report is an encouraging one. 

Sheep-scab shows a slight increase—but so very 
slight that it need not be regarded seriously under 
our present conditions. 

Anthrax has declined sensibly—this year’s figures 
show a drop of 83 outbreaks from last year. More 
important than either of these—and perhaps the 
most satisfactory feature in the returns, is the fact 
that, so far this year, we have enjoyed complete 
freedom from foot-and-mouth disease. 

Parasitic mange must be judged very cautiously. 
The Mange Order was suspended at the outbreak of 
war, and not re-introduced till: March 27 last. We 
have thus only three months returns for this year; 
and many obvious factors render it very difficult to 
assess their true value. A week to week analysis of 
the figures suggests that, when the Order was re- 
inforced at least, there was almost if not quite as 
much mange in the country as there had been a 
year before. At present, there seems to be rather 
less—but it is a good thing that it has been found 
possible to re-introduce the Order. 

We continue to make good progress against 
glanders. There were only 25 catheatie in the six 
months—less than one outbreak per week, and 
rather less than half the corresponding figures for 
last year. June brought us much more glanders 
than any other month of the year; for at least 12 
of the 25 outbreaks occurred in June, all either in 
London or its vicinity, or in Lanark. Prior to 
June, the country had seemed almost free from the 
disease, and these outbreaks in its old haunts need 
not discourage us. We may have other slight ups 
and downs with glanders yet; and we must be pre- 

red for some reappearances of it after the war. 
But it is the only scheduled disease of which we 
can say confidently that we shall have stamped it 
from the country in a very few years time. 

Swine fever, as usual, is discouraging. It shows 
an increase of 146 outbreaks over last year; and 
the figures for the half-year under notice average 
practically 90 outbreaks and over 400 pigs slaugh- 
tered every week. Science must advance, or legis- 
lation be made much more drastic, before we can 
hope to ged rid of swine fever. 


EXPERIMENTS WITH ANTI-ABORTION 
TREATMENT. 
By J. H. Parker, M.R.¢.v.s., Faringdon, and 


G. R. Branp, Agricultural Organiser, County 
Offices, Oxford. 


Dear Parker, I give below a few details about 


\the Oxfordshire epizootic abortion experiments 


which I hope will prove useful to you. 
1911-1913 
Abortions p/c. 


Animals. Before After Among 
Herds. “A” Treatment. Controls. Inoc. Inoc. Controls. 
16 263 296 28.9 5.7 18.2 


Summary of Results, 1911-1913. 
Before experiments began (during 1910-1911) 
28.9% (7.e. about 1 in 4) aborted 
After anti-abortion 
“A” treatment 5.7% ( | 
AmongtheControls 18 2% ( 
When it is considered that there was a tendency 
to inoculate all the animals it was thought most 
likely to abort, and that the animals under anti- 
abortion “A” treatment were on the average younger: 
than those left as controls and therefore probably 
more likely to abort, the results are on the whole 
much in favour of the anti-abortion “A” treatment. 


Aborted Cows, 1911-1913. 


In most of the herds cows which had aborted 
were got rid of, and it was the exception for a cow 
which ence aborted to be kept and bred from again, 
but 65 cows which aborted in 1910 were inoculated 
and records kept of their behaviour. The results 
were :— 

4.6%, (1 in 21) aborted again after treatment with 

anti-abortion “ A.” 

40%, (1 in 3) aborted again of those left as controls. 


Heifers, 1911-1913. 


A great deal of trouble had been experienced on 
some of the farms before the trials began owing to 
the number of heifers aborting. On those farms 
where the trouble was the greatest, most of the 
heifers were inoculated and very few left as controls. 
The effect of the “A” treatment on heifers was :— 

(70 heifers inoculated ; 51 left as controls) 
5.7% (1 in 17) aborted after the treatment. 
13.7% (1,, 7)  ,, of those left as controls. 


1913-1915 


During the last eighteen months 20 herds have 
been inoculated, and over 1200 cows and heifers 
are under the treatment, i:e., about 5% of the total 
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number of cows and in-calf heifers in the county. 
This shows how prevalent the disease is and the 
importance of continuing the treatment. The 1913 
report is therefore only a temporary one, but the 
results indicated in it have been confirmed by the 
continuance of the work, for the results so far as 
they have been obtained promise to be quite as 
satisfactory. 

I cannot give you the complete results for the 
1913-1915 work, for in some of the herds the cows 
have yet to calve, but in 11 of the 20 herds the 
results are as follows :— 


1915 11 HeErps. 
(Inoculated 277 : Left as controls 126). 
Before experiments began (during 1913) 
35% (t.e., about 1 in 3) aborted 
After anti-abortion 


“A” treatment 3.2% ( 
Among the Controls 23% ( 
Aborted Cows, i.e., Cows which had aborted in 1913. 

(Inoculated 49: Controls 8). 
4% (1 in 25) aborted again after treatment with 
anti-abortion ‘“ A.” 

12% (1 in 8) aborted again of those left as controls. 

The above figures are taken from my address to 
the Berks and Oxon Chamber of Agriculture, and 
the Reading Dairy Farmers’ Association on the 
“ Oxfordshire Epizootic Abortion Experiments,” on 
Saturday, J uly 3rd, 1915. 

If you would like further particulars, I shall be 
pleased to give you what I can. 


48 Kingston Road, 
July 8th. 


G. R. Buanp. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS 


THE ABSORBABILITY OF Potassium IODIDE By THE 
SKIN IN DIFFERENT OINTMENT BasEs. 


Karl Bartenbach, of Backnang, Wiirtemberg, a 
few years ago carried out a series of experiments 
upon the absorbability of potassium iodide in 
ointment form by the skin. He experimented 
with the horse, dog, ox, sheep, and rabbit; and his 
research included a test of the comparative values 
of adeps suillus, ung. paraffin, and lanoline as 
ointment bases. His most important conclusions 
are as follows ;— 

@) The intact skin of the horse, dog, ox, sheep, 
and rabbit is eable for potassium iodide in 
combination with adeps suillus, ung. paraffin, or 
lanoline. 

(2) The ointment base which most favours the 

e of potassium iodide through the intact skin 
is adeps suillus. Potassium iodide combined with 
paraffin ointment is not so well absorbed; while, 
when lanoline was used as the ointment base, very 
large quantities of potassium iodide were required 
to obtain a positive iodine reaction in the urine. 


iodine reaction with the different ointment bases 
and in the various species of animals, So far as 
the horse and dog are concerned, these tables 
indicate that adeps suillus and ung. paraffin are 
equal from the point of view of absorbability, while 
lanoline is markedly inferior to them. With other 
animals, adeps suillus shows a distinct though not 
an exceedingly great superiority to ung. paraffin ; 
and in these species the inferiority of lanoline is 
not quite so marked. } 

(3) With all three of these ointment bases, the 
potassium iodide that is absorbed appears in the 
urine after an average period of two hours. 

(4) With the doses used by the author, the period 
during which the iodine continued to be excreted 
by the urine never exceeded twenty-four hours.— 
(Berliner Tier. Woch.) W. R. C. 
(It must be remembered that these assertions, 
which controvert the accepted view as to the pene- 
trating power of lanoline, only refer to its use in 
combination with potassium iodide.—Trans.) 


Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 


SPECIAL MEETING OF COUNCIL. 

A Special Meeting of Council was held at the College, 
10 Red Lion Square, W.C., on Tuesday, the 13th inst., 
when the following members were in attendance :— 
Mr. F. W. Garnett (President) in the Chair; Messrs. 

ulvey, Pri .-Gen. Pringle, ; r. 
$l Maj.-Gien. Thomson. 

MINUTEs. 

The minutes of the previous special meeting were 

read and confirmed. 
CoRRESPONDENCE. 

The SEcRETARY reported that letters of apology for 
absence had been received from Mr. Howard, Dr. J. 
MclI. McCall, Messrs. McKinna, Packman, Sir S. Stock- 
man, Mr. Trigger. 

ALTERATIONS TO Byz-Laws. 


On the motion of Gen. Thomson, seconded by Mr. 
Mulvey, the revised Regulations for the Fellowship 
Degree, and the altered Bye-laws 98 and 96, passed at 
the previous special meeting, were duly confirmed. 

FINANCE. 


The TREASURER reported that, in consultation with 
the Trustees, he had = with the bank for a loan 
of £8200 at 4} per cent. for six months, to enable him 
to convert the £5100 Consols held by the College into 
43 per cent. War Loan. 

dir Joun M‘FapyeEan proposed, and Mr. Slocock 
seconded, and it was resolved :— 

(a) That the action of the Treasurer and Trustees be 


approved. 

*) That the Council undertake to make good any de- 
ficit which may be sustained through the sale of allot- 
ment £8200 War Loan in payment of the loan of £8200 
from the bank standing in the name of the Trustees. 

Wark Emercency CoMMITTEE. 


The Secretary read the following report of the 


| The author she tables of doses of potassium 
i which he found necessary to obtain a urinary 


meeting of the War Emergency Committee, held on 
June 2nd, 1915 :— 
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MINUTES. 
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and 


REQUIREMENTS OF THE A.V.C. 


The PRESIDENT reported that, as authorised at the 
last meeting, be had issued the following appeal to all 
members of the profession graduated since the year 


1895 May 13th, 
y 13th, 1915. 
Dear Sir, 

The Director-General of the Army Veterinary Service, 
on behalf of the Army Council, has again drawn the 
attention of the Council of this College to the need 
which still exists for Officers for the A.V.C. I have 
been directed by the War Emergency Committee, there- 
fore, to bring to the notice of all Members of the College 
who have graduated since the year 1895, and who have 
not already joined H.M. Forces, the fact that qualified 
Veterinary Surgeons are still very urgently needed for 
the new armies. The Committee ventures to ex 
the hope that every member will very carefully con- 
sider whether it is at all possible for him to make such 
arrangements as will enable him to give his services to 
the country in the present crisis of the nation’s history. 

The conditions relating to Tempo Commissions in 
the A.V.C. are enclosed herewith, and any further in- 
formation which may be required will be supplied by 
by the Director-General, Army Veterinary Service, 
16 Victoria Street, London, 8.W., to whom all applica- 
tions should be addressed.— Yours faithfully, 

F. W. Garnett, President. 


Maj.-Gen. PRINGLE stated for the information of the 
Committee, that up to date he had received 40 applica- 
tions for Commissions as a result of the appeal. 

The PRESIDENT reported that, as authorised at the 
ad sent the following letter to the 
ar Office :— 


meeting, he 


tary of the 
14 May, 1915. 


Sir, 

Having been informed by the Director-General, Army 
Veterinary any of the urgent need which still exists 
for Veterinary Officers, I have been authorised by the 
Council of this College to bring the conditions of ser- 
vice in the A.V.C. to all Members of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons of eligible age, in the endeavour 
to obtain the services of as many suitable men as 
possible. This ap will be addressed not only to 
members in general practice, but also to those holding 
official appointments. 

In the case of members employed as Veterinary 
Officers by the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, and 
Department of iculture and Technical Instruction 
for Ireland, I would suggest that if the influence of the 
War Office were exerted upon these two Departments, it 
might be found possible to make arrangements for a num- 
ber of Veterinary Officers to be set free for service with 
the A.V.C. This would have especial weight if such 
officers were promised rank, pay, and allowances in 
accordance with their length of service with the Depart- 
ments.—I am, Sir, Your obedient Servant, 

Frank W. Garnett, President. 


The Secre 
War Oflice, Whitehall, S.W. 


The SxkcreTary reported the receipt of letters 
from Administrations employing whole-time Veterinary 
Officers, in nearly every case it being stated that officers 
either had been or were about to be released for military 
service. 

It was resolved :— 

That the Secretary be instructed to forward to the 
Secretary of the Department of Agriculture and Tech- 
nical Instruetion for Ireland a copy of the = issued 
to members, and to express the earnest hope of the 


Council that any Yotuinary, I tors who may be 
desirous of serving in the A.V.C. should be released for 
the purpose, their work being, in the meantime, carried 
on as far as possible by utilising the services of private 
practitioners. 

EMERGENCY EXAMINATION. 

The , seein of the desirability of arranging for 
a special course of ten weeks instruction between July 
and October, 1915, and for a special Examination for 
rejected candidates to be held in October, was discussed, 
but no action was taken. ; 

The President gave notice that at the next meeting 
of Council he would move to suspend Bye-law 72 for 
the purpose of enabling rejected students in Class D to 
present themselves at aay special Examination which 
might be arranged without having to attend a further 
course of instruction. ; 

On the motion of General Thomson, seconded by Sir 
John M‘Fadyean, it was resolved that the report be 


adopted. 
press This concluded the business of the meeting. 


EXAMINATIONS IN EDINBURGH. 
The following passed their Final Examination : 


Mr. J. Edgar Mr. C. K. Lomas 
W. Harley R. K. Porteous 
W. Hay 
The following passed their Third Examination : 


Mr. T. Bannatyne Mr. G. Howie 
A. Ro 


J. Brosnan . Rouse 
J. D. Coutts A. D. Sanderson 
J. G. E. Gallie 
The following passed their Second Examination : 


Mr. R. B. Crichton Mr. J. Litt 
T. Grahame W. S. Petrie * 
A. F. Lamont J. P. Rice 


The following passed their First Examination : 


Mr. T. Brown Mr. A. J. McCarmick 
F. A. Davidson * C. Machattie 
G. Hislop W. R. Wallace 
F. J. Hood * 


EXAMINATIONS IN GLASGOW. 
The following passed his Third Examination : 
Mr. J. S. Keane 
The following passed their Second Examination : 


Mr. R. R. Moodie Mr. D. G. Wishart 
G. R. Bradley H. M. Roemmele 


The following passed their First Examination : 
Mr. J. H. Motion * 


J. D. Ferguson 
B. Sayer 


W. G. Jones 
T. H. Michie 
A. Alexander 
EXAMINATIONS IN LIVERPOOL. 
The following passed their Third Examination : 


Mr. W. F. Aston * | Mr. E. P. Shallcross 
Mr. S. S. Herbert 


The following passed their Second Examination : 


Mr. E. A. Pearce | Mr. J. B. Garside 
Mr. W. L. Marshall 


The following passed their First Examination : 
Mr. E. V. Chadwick * Mr. A. B. A. Stone 
C. Hargreaves * E. Varley 

H. M. Salisbury 


Marked thus * passed with Second Class Honours. 
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EXAMINATIONS IN DUBLIN. 


The followin their Final Examination, and 
were registered Members of the Royal College of Veteri- 
nary Surgeons :— 

J. A. Brew, 4 Street, Kilrush ; 
J. M. Culhane, Charlestown House, Drogheda ; 
A. M. Finch, Rose Hollow, Poyntzpass ; 
J. Fitzsimon penn House, Baldoyle ; 
. H. Heaney, Ballylig, Culcrum ; 
T. J. McDonald, Slaney Quarter, Tullow . 
G. K. Shaw, 15 Thorndale Avenue, Belfast ; 
T. F. Tunney, Bridge Street Westport. 


The following passed their Third Examination :— 


Mr. E. J. Allen | Mr. J. Leigh * 

J. Bell * J. Malone 

J.J. Condon * E.S. W. Peatt * 

't. A. Connolly J. A. Power 

8. J. Cotton W. M. J. Rouse 

J. M. Currie C. B. Ryan * 

F. H. Doyle A. B. C. White 

D. G. Grealy J. J. English 

E. V. Kelly * ; 

The following passed their Second Examination :— 

Mr. J. T. Aleock | Mr. J. G. Hoban 

S. Conwa T. Hodgins 

S. R. J. Cussen R. W. M. Mettam * 

T. J. Eastwood t A. H. Morris 

R. Gorman * H. O’Neill t 

A. A. Hayman * W. Walsh 


The following passed their First Examination :— 


Mr. 8S. Anderson Mr. T. J. Hurley 
Brophy T. Kelleher * 
A. J. Devine J. A. McCutcheon 
T. J. Egan J.J O'Donovan * 
C. A, Ewing R. J. Roe 
T. Fitzpatrick W. L. Smyth 
J.N. J. Hagan W. F. White * 


Marked thus + passed with First Class Honours. 
Marked thus * passed with Second Class Honours. 


VICTORIA VETERINARY BENEVOLENT FUND 


The Quarterly Meeting of Council of the above Fund 
was held at 10 Red Lion Square, London, W.C., on 
Thursday, July Ist, at 5 age 

There were present :—Mr.S. H. Slocock (in the Chair), 
Messrs. P. J. Howard, W. F. Barrett, E. Alfred West, 
F. W. Garnett, N. Almond, Geo. Banham, Sir Stewart 
Stockman, Wm. Shipley (Hon. Sec.), and others. 

On the preposition of Mr. N. Almond, seconded by 
Mr. E. A. West, the minutes of the previous quarterly 
meeting, as published in the Veterinary Press, were 
taken as 

ELEcTION OF OFFICERS. 


At the unanimous request of all the members, Mr. 
S. H. Slocock consen to continue in his office of 
President for the ensuing year. 

Vice-Presidents. Messrs. Geo. Banham, P. J. Howard, 
N. Almond, and C. Sheather, were unanimously elected. 

Hon. and Treasurer. Mr. Wm. Shipley 
was elected for the ensuing year. 

SEORETARY’s QUARTERLY REpPoRT. 

In presenting my report I must apologise for its 
brevity. Tadisposition on my part, and the many claims 
on the charity of veterinary surgeons have prevented 
the customary increase of subscribers. 


I need hardly point out that the need for help is 
greater than ever. I have received one application for 


assistance. I have been, and am, in correspondence 
with reference to this case, but am unable to make any 
recommendation to the Council at present. 

Acting on your instructions we have become members 
of the “Charity Organisation Society.” I have had no 
need, however, to avail myself of their help at present. 

This, the first quarterly meeting after the annual 
general meeting, is the occasion on which the President, 
four Vice-Presidents, and Secretary and Treasurer 
should be elected. 

Special thanks are again due to several ladies and 
members of the profession for their efforts to obtain 
votes for the election of Lawrence B. Farr. I am not 
yet in possession of the figures as to the amount of 
votes polled, but know there has not been sufficient to 
secure his election. 


List or New SuBSCRIBERS AND DONATIONS RECEIVED 
SINCE LAST QUARTERLY MEETING, APRIL 8TH. 


Subscriptions. 
Andrews, W. F. £1 0 0 
Cartwright, Lieut. C. W., Llyswern 10 6 
Morgan, Lt.-Col. H. 22 0 
Oliver, G. A. Glasgow, Scotland 10 6 
Parkin, H. J.. East Ham, Essex ” 10 6 
Parsons, C. C., Launceston, Cornwall 10 0 
Phillips, Lt.-Col. J. J., Broadstairs 100 
Phipps, E. A., Bandon, Co. Cork, Ireland 10 6 
Somers, H. L., Ealing, London, W. 1 10 
Donations. 
Parr, G., Salisbury, Wilts. 
Dewar, Prof, Edinburgh, Scotland 9 6 


Blake, A., Municipal Vet. Surg., Rangoon, 
Burma, India, per Sir J. M‘Fadyean 10 0 0 


CoRRESPONDENCE. 


A letter was received from Mr. Armiger. It was re- 
solved to thank those members of the profession and 
the ladies who have helped to obtain votes in this case, 
and also resolved to persist with the candidature, and 
request further help and assistance to endeavour to 
secure the election in January next. 

The Council appreciated the great amount of work 
entailed in order to secure so many votes on the first 
occasion. 

A letter from Sir John M‘Fadyean, enclosing a dona- 
tion of ten pounds (£10) from Mr. Arthur Blake, Muni- 
cipal Veterinary Surgeon, Rangoon, Burma, India. On 
the proposal of Mr. G. Banham, seconded by Mr. E. A. 
West, a hearty vote of thanks was accorded to Mr. 
Blake for his ppeees help. 

The Council duly considered one fresh application for 
assistance, and much regretted they were unable to 
make any allowance to the applicant at the present 
time. 

It.was resolved that the grants to the old recipients 
should be continued. 


ANNUAL Report or Carer OFrFiceER VETERINARY 
Division, UNton or 8. AFRICA. 

This is a well written history of the work of the 
official year 1913-14, and is again evidence of the amount 
of administrative work that falls to the share of the 
veterinary surgeon in our oversea Dominions. Mr. Gray 

ints out that the outstanding trouble is East Coast 

ever, and devotes much space to the measures taken 
and results attained ; from this we have taken the fol- 
lowing extracts which show some of the varied diffi- 
culties, and how they are met. 
East Coast Fever. 


Cape Province.—In this Province work of a most 
strenuous character has led to a material check in the 
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of the disease, and in both East London and 
ingwilliamstown Districts the improvement in the 
position is most marked. It must not be inferred, how- 
ever, from these preliminary remarks that we have had 
no set-backs, but, compared with the progress made and 
the work which has been accomplished, these are of 
minor importance. 

At the end of March, 1913, the prospects of holding 
the disease in check were none too promising. The 

ition demanded the personal attention of a Senior 

cer, and Mr. Dixon, Senior Veterinary Officer, was 
sent to East London, to take up his headquarters there, 
in order that he might be better able tc gauge the re- 
quirements of the situation in the two infected Districts ; 
and from March to September the greater part of his 
time was given to this work, assisted by two Veterinary 
Surgeons and a small staff of Stock Inspectors and 
Special Police. Particular attention was paid to the 
dipping and hand-dressing of all cattle running on the 
various infected areas: a central dipping tank was 
constructed at Government expense in the original in- 
fected area, at Paardekraal, East London Division, and 
the cattle belonging to residents thereon and those 
belonging to farmers on adjacent infected areas, who 
could not—or would not—provide themselve with dip- 
ping facilities, were concentrated at the Government 
tank, where they were dipped in a five-day dip and 
hand-dressed under the supervision of the Government. 
As a result of these measures the activity of the disease 
has been checked, and already we are in so satisfactory 
a position that four farms in East London are due to 
come out of quarantine ; three more should come out at 
the end of April and, if all goes well, three more will be 
clean at the end of Jnne: and, when I mention that 
only ten animals out of 2,951 have died on the East 
London and adjacent ‘Commonages of Amalinda and 
Cambridge, which are infected with the disease, and 
that the last death occurred thereon in March, 1914, 
those who have had experience in dealing with East 
Coast Fever will admit that the work taken in hand by 
the Department has been carried out with a good deal 
of thoroughness. 

In Kingwilliamstown a campaign of a similar arduous 
character has been conducted, under Senior Veterinary 
Surgeon Dixon’s direction, by Government Veterinary 
Surgeon Nicol with the assistance of Mr. Gilfillan, 
Assistant Resident Magistrate, Kingwilliamstown, who 
has been indefatigable in his efforts to bring the Native 
community, amongst whose cattle the disease originally 
appeared, into line with our requirements, and the 
success which has attended their labours has been most 
noteworthy. 

Although the work done in East London and King- 
williamstown has been very satisfactory, I ~ ¢ to say 
that the Cape Province is now menaced with invasion 
from other points. In one instance the source of infec- 
tion was clearly traced, as the original owner amongst 
whose cattle the disease broke out, and who had animals 
suffering from the disease in Native territory adjacent 
to the farm Arisaig, undertook to inoculate his cattle 
with material taken from an infected animal, havin 
apparently gained some insight into our methods o 
inoculation as practiced in Native territory. In conse- 
quence of these experiments by this Native, the disease 
breke out amongst his animals; the infection speedily 
spread to four other farms, all tenanted by natives, and 
as no tank was available, the mortality was very con- 
siderable before one could be erected, but it is now in 
working order and the cattle surviving are being dipped 
under European supervision ; while, on the neighbour- 
ing farm to which the infection extended, other tanks 
have also been built, so that all cattle in this centre are 
now receiving proper attention. 

is completes the tale of East Coast Fever outbreaks 
in the Cape Province, and for further particulars the 


reader is referred to the tabular returns contained in 
Appendix “A” attached to this report ; but, although 
we have not, so far, any reason to complain of the lack 
of success attending our efforts to keep the disease in 
hand, the Cape Province is still in a most precarious 
position, and with an extensive native area in which the 
disease is prevalent, lying along its border, stockowners 
in these Districts adjacent to the Transkei should avail 
themselves of the present days of grace to equip them- 
selves with dipping tanks and to begin dipping opera- 
tions, as it is expecting too much to assume that no 
further outbreaks are likely to occur ; while they would 
also be well advised to — = of cattle for 
transport purposes as much as possible. 

Transvaal.—in this Province, except in the case of 
the District of Piet Retief, considerable progress has 
been made in the eradication of this disease. Why Piet 
Retief is in such a backward condition it is, perhaps, 
difficult to say. Whatever the cause may be, it can at 
least be said that the situation is such as might be ex- 
pected to arise in a district in which local farmers as a 
whole were not in sympathy with the efforts of the 
Department to stay the spread of the disease and are 
impatient of restraint, otherwise more progress should 
have been made in a district which is so thoroughly 
patrolled by a staff of Special Police. 

Forty-one farms have been removed from quarantine 
during the year, and there have been only fourteen 
fresh outbreaks. One encouraging feature of the posi- 
tion is the amount of attention that has been paid to 
departmental recommendations respecting the erection 
of dipping tanks. This is particularly the case in the 
districts of Barberton, Lydenburg and Pietersburg- 
Zoutspanberg, in all of which the resident magistrates 
have strenuously supported the policy of the Depart- 
ment, and in which a considerable number of cattle 
dipping tanks have been erected and are being used, 
both by Europeans and natives, with very gratifying 
results (for details, see Appendix). It looks at the 
moment as if there is some reasun to hope that the 
worst is past, although long experience with the vagaries 
of East Coast Fever does not dispose one to be opti- 
mistic. 

Natal.—In Natal the work is proceeding slowly, but 
on the whole in a satisfactory manner. During the 
year ending 31st March, 1914, there have been seventy- 
six fresh outbreaks of this disease as compared with 213 
outbreaks last year, and in commenting upon the posi- 
tion Senior Veterinary Surgeon Power pe the 
opinion that in some instances these so called fresh out- 
breaks do not represent fresh infections of clean areas, 
but are simply instances in which the disease has been 
smouldering since it first broke out some years ago. 
This is particularly likely in areas in outlying portions 
in districts which are only occupied by native tenants, 
as occasional deaths occurring amongst native cattle are 
not invariably reported to the Authorities, and where 
there are a comparatively small number of susceptible 
cattle grazing over a large area such cases of disease 
may easily be overlooked. 

here has been considerable activity displayed in the 
construction of tanks in the Vryheid district, fifty-nine 
having been built during the year, bringing the total 
number up to 111. One of the disabilities under which 
the Vryheid district has laboured in the past through the 
existence of infection on farms belonging to non-resident 
owners, upon whom no pressure could previously be 
brought to bear to compel them to erect tanks on their 
holdings, has now been overcome by the exercise of 

wers obtained by the Minister of Agriculture duri 

ast Session, whereby such owners can now be ser 
with notices requiring them to construct tanks within a 
specified period, and, in the event of their failing to do 
so, tanks can be erected on their farms by Government 
at their expense. It is hardly necessary to say 


UMI 


30 THE VETERINARY RECORD 


July 17, 1915 


service of such notices, sixteen in all in this district, has 
not given unqualified satisfaction to absentee owners, 
but resident farmers have expressed their appreciation 
of the action taken by the Government. In many 
indeed, farmers are showing a disposition to 
urge the Department to go one better and make ita 
condition generally that owners of farms, even if these 
farms were clean, should be compelled by law to provide 
facilities for the dipping of any cattle running thereon. 
t this is desirable admits of no question, but for the 
present I am of opinion the Department is well advised 
to devote their attention to infected farms and to press 
for the erection of tanks thereon as a preliminary to 
dealing with the matter on a larger scale, as, if this were 
attempted at the present moment, we might lose sight 
of the weak spots in our line of defence, 7.e., the infected 
un-tanked farms, where dipping operations are more 
necessa: y than they are on those farms upon which the 
disease does not exist. 

In Ladysmith and Bergville divisions our main diffi- 
culty in coping with the disease is, again, the absentee 
landowner whose farm is occupied by natives and in- 
fected with disease. 1 absentee owners in these 
divisions have been warned to erect tanks ; many have 
done so, and in the case of those who have not, final 
warnings have been sent out, and if these are disre- 
garded the Department will then proceed to erect tanks 
at the expense of the owner. 

_ In the Divisions of Polela and Ixopo, Senior Veter- 
inary Surgeon Power states p ss is being made in 
the eradication of the disease. > Ixopo the position 
still requires careful handling ; while in the southern 
part of the Province there are good grounds for sayin 
matters are not so satisfactory. It must not be inferr 
that a large section of the community are not doing 
their best to keep their farms clean and that their efforts 
are not successful to a very marked degree, but in these 
divisions there is a considerable area of low country 
occupied by half-castes, Indians, natives, and, in some 
cases, by a = class of European, who are at all times 
difficult to deal with ; and in large native locations 
in these parts dipping facilities have only recently been 
provided, and sufficient time has not yet ela to 
permit of things being got in proper working order. 

Of all areas in Natal, Zululand is the one pe pe 
the greatest difficulties so far as the control and sup- 
pronmen of disease are concerned. When a large area 

e Zululand occupied by natives has become thoroughly 
contaminated it is exceedingly difficult to determine 
whether any particular portion thereof has become 
clean by lapse ef time or whether the disease is still 
kept alive by occasional deaths amongst the susceptible 
progeny of the immune animals which have survived 
the first invasion ; added to these, the use of immune 
animals for transport purposes has also contributed to 
the uncertainty of the position, and there is little doubt 
that for a very considerable period Zululand will remain 
a menace to the European farmers resident on its border 
and in those parts of the territory recently thrown open 
for European settlement. Steps have been taken, how- 
ever, to provide dipping facilities for natives, especially 
in those parts of Zululand lying nearest the European 
settlements, and dipping has been preached to natives 
as a means whereby they will clean their country and 
will ultimately be in a position to re-stock it. Lack of 
adequate funds to carry out this policy in a sufficently 
thorough manner simultaneously throughout the in- 
fected area, must necessarily militate considerably 
against the successful prosecution of a dipping cam- 
paign, but a start has been made with this work, and if 
@ measure of success is obtained in the areas in which it 
has been begun it will doubtless encourage the native 
to make further efforts to work out his own salvation. 
My own view of the position is that it would be a pro- 
fitable investment to expend a larger amount of public 


money in dealing with this ba papetene matter, as 
parsimony may spell failure, and if our efforts, we 
only succeed in convincing the native that we are unable 
to stamp out the disease in those areas in which the 
work is begun, we may look for a good deal of oppo- 
sition, both active and passive, to the extension of the 
policy to areas more remote. 

Another point calling for consideration is the absence 
of any definite policy for the erection of dipping tanks 
and the dipping of cattle belonging to native owners 
residing outside of native locations on the Crown lands, 
which form so large a portion of Zululand. 

In those parts of Zululand in which the Native Affairs 
Department have made a start with the dipping of 
native cattle this difficulty does not exist, as most of the 
Crown lands have been taken up by Europeans, who in 
their own interests are seeing to the dipping of their 
cattle, but when we go further afield and begin work in 
those parts of Zululand in which the Crown lands have 
not been taken up, the question of providing dipping 
tanks and supervision for native cattle on Crown lands 
is one which must be faced, and can only be dealt with 
in a satisfactory manner by the expenditure of public 
money for this purpose. 

In preparing for the work of dipping native cattle in 
various locations throughout Natal, the Native Affairs 
Department have already erected about 250 tanks, 
thereby bringing the approximate total of cattle dipping 
tanks erected in Natal to about 3000. 

Transket.—The problem of dealing with East Coast 
Fever in an infected area like Transkei, over 16,000 
square miles in extent and occupied by a native popu- 
lation, is obviously formidable, and during the past year 
the small staff working in this territory, under the 
supervision of Senior Veterinary Surgeon Spreull, has 
been hard put to it to cope with the situation, much of 
their work being carried out under very unfavourable 
conditions. 

During 1914 there have been 150 outbreaks of East 
Coast Fever—only two-fifths of the number met with 
during the previous twelve months. This falling off 
has been due, not so much to any check which the 
disease has sustained in consequence of the operations 
conducted against it, but rather to the lack of new 
worlds to conquer, as almost the whole of the low-lying 
and coastal districts in the Transkei have been overrun 
with the disease. There it — with great rapidity, 
and is now making more tar he ome in those parts 
of the native territory where the altitude is greater and 
where tick life is less abundant and conditions are less 
favourable for the spread of infection, but it is only in 
those parts of the Transkei occupied by a European 
farming population that the work of combating its 
spread is being carried out with such a degree of 
thoroughness as to give grounds for hoping its progress 
will be stayed. 

From this it must not be inferred that nothing is 
being done in purely native areas to hold the disease 
back and to stamp it out. All through the native terri- 
tories the erection of dipping tanks by the Transkeian 
Territories General Council is going steadily on. Al- 
though by inoculation large numbers of cattle have been 
saved which would otherwise have succumbed to the 
disease, it is undoubtedly to the dipping tank we will 
have to look for the cleaning up of the territory, and 
this is not likely to come to pass until the number of 
tanks is materially increased and a thorough and sys- 
tematic dipping campaign can be inaugurated and 
carried out. 

Inoculation operations have now slackened off con- 
siderably, as in most areas in which the disease 
gressed rapidly a considerable number of natives have 
already availed themselves of the opportunities offered 


them for immunising their now that the 
disease has invaded those parts where it progresses 
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more slowly natives do not quickly realise the necessity 
for subjecting their animals to a process of inoculation, 
which involves the loss of a very considerable propor- 
tion of the cattle subjected to it. During the year the 
number of animals inoculated has been 67,960, bringing 
the total number of animals treated by the staff up to 
the more than respectable figure of 275,512. I am of 
opinion, however, that the time is now approachin 
a this form of treatment should be discontinu 
and native cattle owners should be compelled to depend 
upon their dipping tanks to work out their salvation. 

In the earlier days of the invasion of the Transkei by 
East Coast Fever there were many excellent reasons for 
inaugurating a system of immunisation which, crude 
though it was, enabled owners of transport animals to 
keep them on the read and supply the needs of the 
native and European population, but with nearly a 
quarter of a million head of immunised cattle in the 
country it cannot be argued that there is any longer any 
necessity for adding to their number, particularly when 
it must be borne in mind that these immunised cattle 
will most certainly add to our difficulties when the time 
arrives for cleaning up, as the progeny of immune cattle 
will everywhere tend to perpetuate veld infection and 
render the eradication of the disease more difficult. 
Even if this work is discontinued in the future, and the 
native is, so to speak, brought to the dipping tank and 
invited to dip his animals, much will have to be done 
before he can be convinced of the necessity for doing so, 
as there is no room for doubt that the majority of 
natives have no idea as to how this disease is spread. 
That the disease is disseminated by ticks the native 
does not believe and, while it may be possible to satisfy 
him that the dipping of susceptible cattle protects them 
in some way against disease, when he is informed that 
in order to stamp out the disease and a peor its future 
recurrence it is necessary to dip his salted cattle as well 
he is incredulous, and cannot see that the dipping of 
animals which have once had the disease and are not 
likely to get it again can be beneficial to anyone. Dip- 
ping certainly does not improve the working capacity of 
transport cattle, a point which he regards as being of 
considerable moment, and how the dipping of such im- 
munised animals can do any good to those cattle who 
have not yet been attacked by the disease he is unable 
to understand. Memories of rinderpest experiences also 
prejudice him against listening to warnings of the im- 
possibility of re-stocking at an early date on account of 
the long persistence of veld infection, and no amount of 
preaching will convince the average native whe saw 
rinderpest sweep through these territories nearly twenty 
years ago, that the purchase of cattle and their intro- 
duction into an area in which no deaths have occurred 
for several months is likely to be followed by loss until 
he has tried it, and as a consequence natives and un- 
scrupulous Europeans have come forward to supply the 
demands which have sprung up at various times for raw 
cattle in old infected areas, by the illicit movement of 
susceptible cattle, with very unsatisfactory results so 
far as their customers have been concerned. 

When we turn from those areas occupied chiefly by 
natives to those held by Europeans, the situation is very 
different. Almost all farms are fenced, and the majority 
of farmers have either got dipping tanks of their own 
or have an interest in a joint tank erected near the 
boundary of two or more holdings, with the result that 
if East t Fever does happen to make its appearance 
on their farm it is speedily checked and is soon stam 
out. This is notably the case in the Mount Currie dis- 
trict, in which there have been five outbreaks of East 
Coast Fever during the past year, with the mortality of 
only Sasote coven ead, and on many of the infected 
farms the disease has been checked with the loss of only 
a single animal. 


Before ing passing on to the consideration of other 
subjects there is one point to which public attention 
should be most particularly directed. is is a matter 
affecting those parts of the Union to which East Coast 
Fever is still a stranger. The idea is still held by many 
farmers in certain parts of the Union remote from in- 
fection that there is something so remarkable about the 
climatic or local conditions in these favoured localiti 
that if the disease by any extraordinary accident shoul 
be introduced it would not live and would speedily “die 
out,” and on that account preparations to fight it are 
unnecessary, and the construction of dipping tanks for 
that purpose is a simple waste of money. Now, it may 
be accepted without any hesitation that wherever there 
are ticks, even in small numbers, tick borne diseases 
may obtain a footing at e/ time and give rise to serious 
loss, that there are few, if any, localities in which East 
Coast Fever would not be likely to establish itself, and 
it is, therefore, incumbent upon every progressive 
farmer to provide himself with a cattle dipping tank 
and to dip his cattle therein. These remarks apply 
with particular emphasis to the Free State, to certain 
districts of the Transvaal and to the Cape Province, in 
ones | parts of which ticks are both abundant and 
troublesome, and where to-day cattle dipping tanks are 
remarkable only for their scarcity. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


Extract from London Gazette, 
War Orrice, WHITEHALL, July 8. 


Recuiar Forces. ARMY VETERINARY CORPS. 


To be tempy. Lieutenants :—- 
F. W. Cosgrove, C. W. B. Sikes, L. H. Leach, J. McK. 
Brown, C.J. Clibborn. Dated June 21. 
J. H. Taylor, F.x.c.v.s. Dated June 22. 


July 9. 
Majors to be Lieut.-Colonels :— 
. M. Williams, Brev.-Lt.-Col. F. W. Wilson, W. J. 
Tatam, H. J. Axe, E. E. Martin. Dated July 10. 
Captains to be Majors :— 
. J. Aitken, A. F. Deacon, H. C. Welch, O. 8S. Fisher, 
H. Gamble, B. L. Lake, G. P. Knott, G. T. T. 
Jackson, W. C. Lowe, A. N. M. Swanston, C. E. 
Steel, E. 8. Gillett, E. C. Orton, M. St. G. G 
W. H. Nicol, F.S. Probyn, H.S. Mosley, N. d’E. 
Roberts, F. Fail. F. A. S. Moore, W. Ludgate, R. A. 
Plunkett, W. A. Jelbart, J. Nicholas, 8. F. G. Pallin, 
J.J.B.Tapley, H. Allen, E.S. Oliver, H. Greenfield, 
W. E. Schofield, E. C. Webb, E. J. Wadley, J. R. 
Steevenson, W. W. R. Neale, H. E. Gibbs, R. C, 
Matthews, H. T. Ryan, A. Leaning, E. P. Argyle, 
D. Macdonald, H. J. Holness, A. J. Thompson, 
F. C. O’Rorke, T. A. Nicholas, H. Kirby, T. E. 
Burridge, L. M. Verne , F. W. H. Thomas, H. C. 
Dibben, E. Edgar, H. M. Williams, K. McL. 
McKenzie, J. S. Nimmo, J. Ashmead Bosley, E. C. 
Russell. Dated J uly 10. 
To be tempy Lieut. :—W. Lenten. Dated June 10. 


July 13. 

To be temp. Captains :— 

Capt. C. Humm, late Australian Forces. Dated 

une 13. 

F.C. Gavin. Dated June 28. 
To be tempy. Lieuts. :— 

L. D. Swenerton. Dated June 18. 

D. W. Morgan, W. P. Ruthven. Dated June 28. 

R. L. Lewis. Dated June 29. 

G. 8. Arkcoll, W. Anderson. Dated June 30. 
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E. Evans. Dated July 1. 
J. Macfarlane, D. Starkey. Dated July 2. 
M. J. Reidy. Dated July 3. 
July 14. 


Capt. L. L. Manchester, Australian A.V.C., to be 
tempy. Capt. Dated July 15. 


TERRITORIAL Force. ARMY VETERINARY CoRPs. 
July 13. 

To be Lient, :—H. B Jackson. Dated July 14.” 
July 14. 


To be Lieutenants :— 
H. McCartney, W. Hall. Dated July 15. 


The following casualty in the pin, eome-pad Force is 
reported from the Base under date June 26 :— 
1ED—Private A. G. Morgan, 395. A.V.C. 


MEDITERRANEAN Exp. Force. Army VET. Corps. 


The following ng Ay yr ted under date July 2:— 
Wounvep-—-Lieut. H. C. Lowry. 


OveERSEA CONTINGENTS. CANADIAN A.V.C. 


Sheep and Water. 

Judging by their practice, some men still appear to 
believe that sheep can do without water. In spring 
lots of feeding sheep folded on turnips and getting hay 
and dry trough materials in addition must be in need 
a mouthful of water at times, as there is not enough 
of moisture in the roots to prevent an occasional sense 
of thirst. During a dry summer also such as the present, 
ewes with lambs at foot are sometimes confined in un- 
watered fields. That is exceedingly stupid and cruel. 


Personal. 


Last week Mr. J. Share-Jones was made a Doctor of 
Veterinary Science at the Live 1 University. He is 
the first holder of such a title in this country, though 
the degree is more common on the Continent. Since the 
Department of Veterinary Anatomy was founded eleven 
years , Dr. Share-Jones has n its active and 
estimable chief, and a point of interest is that last year 
his wife gained her LL.B. with first-class honours at the 
University, and holds the record of being the first lady 
graduate in law.—Meat Trades Journal. 


OBITUARY. 


WounpEep—Private W. Miller, 34715. 


Donation to R.C.V.S. 


The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterin 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the fol. 
lowing donation to the College funds :— 


Capt. W. G. Evans, A.V.C. #1. 1 0 


Organization ! ! 


During the time the Honourable Artillery Company 
were stationed at Rainham Camp a number of Monte 
Video cow forequarters of beef were tendered in such a 
putrid state that their condition was immediately ap- 

rent, and, certain members of the corps coming from 
Bmith eld, such stringent reprentations were made to 
the commanding officer that the meat was finally buried 
in atrench. It is stated that among the privates de- 
tailed to dig the trench was the Superintendent of 
Smithfield Market, who lined up for service when war 
was declared, and for whose expert knowledge and 
specialised training the enlightened War Office could 


d no better use.—TZhe New Witnsss. 


F. M.R.c.v.8., Finsbury, E.C. 
Graduated, Lond.: May, 1893. 


_ Mr. Mosedale’s death occurred on July 5th. Aged 44+ 
JouNn WILLIAM FLITT; M.R.C.v.s., Watford. 
Graduated, Lond.: April, 1869. 
Mr. Flitt died on July 7. His age was 68. 
The death is announced, as on May 28 last, at San 
Francisco, of Mr. HENRY JONES, M.R.C.V.S., 


formerly of Chatham, Kent, from rheumatic complica- 
tions. He graduated in London in 1875. 


Mr. P. Perkins anp THE ComMMITTEE. 


Sir,—I should like to point out to my friends in the 
veterinary profession that the advertisement for which my 
name has been removed from the Register, was put in once 
only, four months before Lieut. Burton received his com- 
mission and joined the Territorial Force, and that his 
client, Mr. Hicks, whom I was accused of soliciting, sent 
me a letter, which I forwarded to the Secretary, R.C.V.S., 
stating that he had employed me before Mr. Burton came 
to Battle. 

I should like also to thank the friends that have written 
offering their help to me.—Yours truly, 

P. Perxms. 


43 Havelock Road, Hastings. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 To 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Anthrrx 


Out- | Ani- 


Foot- Glanderst 
and-Mouth 
Disease. 


Parasitic 
(including Mange. 
Farcy) 


Swine Fever. 


8} mals. Out- 
|breaks 


mals. }breaks mals. |breaks} mals. {br .| te 


Ani- | Out- | Ani- Out- | Ani- Out- | Slaugh- 


IRELAND. Week ended July 3 


Outbreaks 


1914 ... 
Corres Week in 1913... 
1912 


Total for 27 weeks, 1915 ade 1 


1914 ... 1 1 


955 oes eee 49 117 
92 86 
85 46 138 


t of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, J 28, 1915 


Norz.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate 
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Hunting Memorial Fund. 


The Second Meeting of the General Committee of the 
Hunting Memorial Fund was held at the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons, 10 Red Lion Square, W.C., on 
Tuesday, July 6th, 1915, at 7 p.m. 

There were present :—Prof. Macqueen (in the oan 
Messrs. Fred Bullock Goneny of the Royal College o 
Veterinary Surgeons), W. Roger Clarke, Joseph Emerton, 
H. A. MacCormack, John Wm. McIntosh, and Henry 
Gray (Hon. Secretary and Treasurer). 

Letters of apology for non-attendance were received 
from Sir Stewart Stockman, Vet.-Capt. Graham Rees- 
Mogg (1st Life Guards), and Mr. George Thatcher 
(Solicitor, R.C.V.8.). 

The minutes of the first meeting (Jan. 9, 1914), of the 
General Committee were read and confirmed. 

The Hon. Szc. read his report on the progress of the 
W. Hunting Fund, and it was unanimously agreed that 
this report, together with the balance sheet, audited and 
found correct by Messrs. Hugh Begg and Wm. Woods, 
the appointed Auditors, be published in the veterinary 
press, and that the Fund be kept oe sine die. 

On the of Mr. McIntosh, which was 
seconded by Mr. MacCormack, it was agreed that the 
recommendation of the Sub-committee as to the design 
and estimate, submitted by Mr. W. E. Buchanan, Monu- 
mental Mason, Wandsworth Common, S.W., of a 
Memorial for the late William Hunting be accepted, 
the lettering of same being left open for further con- 
sideration. 

The stone is to be of a plain Cross design in all pol- 
ished red Peterhead granite. It will represent as 
of 6ft. 6in. wide by 7ft. long, with total height of Chen 
of about 8ft. The cost of C bases and kerbs in 
best Peterhead granite, all polished, fixed on a hard 
Dunstrime stone landing (as foundation), 7ft. by 
6 ft. 6in. by 5in. thick with worked edges, will be £87 
complete. The lettering to be in imperishable raised 
lead at 12s. per dozen letters extra. 

It was proposed by Mr. MacCermack, and seconded 
by Mr. McIntosh, that all outstanding debts to date be 
paid forthwith. is was to. 

Mr. MacCormack and Mr. McIntosh 
seconded that the bankers holding the Fund be in- 
structed to purchase £300 New War Loan, and hold the 
bonds to bearer on behalf of the Fund. This was agreed 
to nem. con. 

As the meeting was not representative enough it was 
decided that the form the memorial should take be post- 
poned to a future meeting of the General Committee, 
when it was hoped that a greater and a more represent- 
ative attendance would be obtained. 

Donations are requested from those who have not 


yet subscribed. 
Henry Gray, Hon. Sec. and Treas. 


Acti Vv Surgeon.—Car 
gt TR at a level crossing. 


In the Civil Court of the Northumberland Assizes, 
held at Newcastle on Tuesday, June 29, before Mr. 
Justice Ridley, Thomas Russell Jarvie, M.R.c.v.s., 
claimed £245 for damages against the Priestman Col- 
liery Company for pace > Injuries and damage to a 
motor car at the level crossing near the New Inn, on the 
Blaydon highway, due to the alleged negligence of the 
defendant company’s servants. 

For the plaintiff Mr. A. W. Bairstow, K.c., who ai 

with Mr. H.S. Mundahl, said on April 13 Mr. 

arvie, a veterinary surgeon with public appointments 

at Gateshead, was driving by motor car between Gates- 

head and Hexham, and on approaching the level cross- 

ing used by the defendant company to cennect their 

brickyard with the North-Eastern Railway was run into 
by a ve engine. 


Not seeing anyone with a flag, the usual indication to 
show that the line was being used for locomotive traffic, 
Mr Jarvie took it that the way was clear, and proceeded 
to drive his car over the crossing. Just at the moment 
a lad rushed out with a fiag, and while the motor car 
was crossing the line a locomotive crashed into it, 
breaking the car and inflicting injuries on plaintiff which 
threatened to be permanent and interfere with his 4 
fessional career. Evidence was called in support of Mr. 
Bairstow’s statement. 

Mr. Waugh, k.c., said the whole case rested on the 
point as to whether the red flag to indicate that the 
crossing was closed was shown. He submitted it was, 
and called evidence to this effect ; and then, addressin 
the jury, said the accident would not have happened 

laintiff had used ordinary and reasonable care The 

efendants were not responsible for the risk the plaintiff 
took in trying to cross the railway after the fag had 
been shown. 

The hearing of the case had not concluded when the 
ye Ity of negl d 

e jury found defendants guilty of negligence, an 
also that the plaintiff was not guilty of contributory 
negligence. They awarded plaintiff £350. 

“We consider this a very dangerous crossing,” said 
the foreman of the jury, “in view of the incr motor 
traffic, and think more efficient means should be taken 
to safeguard the — in the interests of the public.” 

Judgment was entered for the plaintiff. 


Mr. Waugh, «.c., applied for a stay of execution for 14 
days, and, the money being aay into court, leave of 
appeal was granted.— North Mail. 


Diseased Meat in Edinburgh.—Heavy Fine. 


In Edinburgh Police Court, on 24th ulto., before 
Bailie Stark, evidence was heard in a case in which 
Robert Abbie, farmer, Annfield, Lower Largo, and 
Thomas Henderson, butcher, Hillhead Street, Lundin 
Links, Fife, were charged with having deposited five 
pieces of beef, consisting of a breast, spare rib, a roast, 
a flank, and a gigot, in the premises of the a 
Meat Market at Fountainbridge for the purpose of sale, 
which were diseased, unsound, and unfit for human 
food (or otherwise). Henderson on 18th May sent by 
rail from Lundin Links, and consigned for sale for the 
food of man, to an Edinburgh meat market the said five 
articles which were di , whereby they are liable to 
a fine of £50 for each article, with expenses. Defendants 
pleaded not guilty. 

Henry Milne, the manager of the Edinburgh Meat 
Market at Fountainbridge, said that on Wednesday, 
19th May, two Is of meat arrived from Lundin 
Links bearing the labels of Henderson the butcher. 
The five pieces of meat which were contained in the 

Is were of the same carcase. The flank and roast 
been stripped inside. The flesh was quite unfit for 
human food. 

Arthur Gofton, F.R.c.v.s., Chief Veterinary Inspector 
in Edinburgh, said that he was summoned to the Meat 
Market in order to inspect meat which was lying there. 
He was accompanied by James Somerville, also a veter- 
inary Inspector. Five pieces of meat were shown them. 
The meat was flabby and soft, was not ony set, and 
was only moderately bled. The membranes had been 
pend | which had all traces of disease. The whole 
condition of the animal was such that it was unfit for 
consumption. If the animal had been killed as the 
result of an accident or been pole-axed the carcase 
set 

r. James Somerville, veterinary inspector, corro- 
borated Mr. Gofton’s evidence. 

James Flaws, a constable in the Fife County Police, 
said that en Monday, the 17th, Mr. Abbie called at the 
station and reported that one of his cattle had died 
suddenly. He had come to the conclusion that it was 
anthrax. witness reported the matter to his superiors, 
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who told him to inform Mr. Syme, the veterinary in- | 
spector, who was then at Leven. Mr. Syme and witness | 
proceeded to Mr. Abbie’s farm and saw him personally. 

e dead animal was shown to them, lying with its 
throat cut, which Abbie said he had done after death. ' 
Mr. Syme then told him to skin the animal, as it was | 
not fit for human food. 

Mr. Syme said he had told Mr. Abbie that the skin 
was the value of the animal. 

Mr. Abbie said that he was 63 years of age, and had 
occupied that farm for 33 years. The animal had been 
a perfectly healthy one, and was in splendid condition 
on the night. On the Monday morning the 
animal sudden y fell. It lay for about half an hour, and 
then got very lively again. The animal shortly after- 
wards took a second attack of the same kind, and he killed 
it. When the constable and Mr. Syme appeared after 
his visit to the police station regarding the death of the 
animal Mr. Syme examined its blood, but never in- 

the carcase. Mr. Henderson, the butcher, after- 
wards cut the animal uP as he said that it appeared all 
right. Witness warned the butcher that he was not to 
consign the meat to anywhere if it was bad. 

Thomas Henderson, the butcher, said that at the time 
when he was summoned the animal was _ perfectly 
healthy in condition. It was quite sound. He did not 
remove the membranes, but dressed the animal. 

Bailie Stark said he found the charge proved in both 
cases. It was one of the worst cases which had come 
before the Edinburgh Police Court. ‘“ You have made 
yourself (said the magistrate) liable to a penalty of 
£250, but in the circumstances I will only impose a 

nalty of £75 on Mr. Abbie, and £50 on Mr. Hen- 

erson, with the alternative of 60 days’ imprisonment.” 
A month was allowed to pay.— The Edinburyh Evening 


Mentioned in Despatches. 
< "1 Amongst those 
mentioned in 
Gen. French’s 
recent des- 
teh for - 
nt and dis- 
tinguished ser- 
vice, is 
Lieut. James 
M’L. Dawson, 


a graduate of 
the Glasgow 
Veterinary 
College, having 
qualified there 
in 1913. Lieut. 
Dawson, prior 
to the war was 
in practice in 
Aberdeenshire, 
answered his 
country’s call 
. at the outbreak 
of hostilities, and was sent to France shortly after en- 
listing. He was home in the spring, and showed signs 
of the severe fighting which he had taken part in, by a 
large scar on his neck, causéd by the bursting of a shell 
in his immediate neighbourhood. Lieut. Dawson is a 
native of Glasgow. He was an all-round athlete, having 
layed in the Ist XI. of John Street Higher Grade 
hool, and eaneeeney in the Glasgow High School 
side, and he won the school 1 gee for running, 
y.—Evening News. 


News. and also his school “cap” for Rug 
DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 tro 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 
Foot- 
Parasitic 
Anthrax Glanders. ¢ Mange. t Swine Fever. 
Out- | Ani- Out- | Ani- | oot. | Ani 
eriod. breaks) mals. ut- i- }breaks| mals. s b. t- - 
ibreaks| mals. reaks) mals. breaks ° 
(a) (a) (b) (d) (d) (a) 
Gr. BRITAIN. 
Week ended July 10] 6 11 2 21! 31] 61 96 317 
11 29| 37 15 1006 
1913... | 10 | 13 10] 41| 7] 1] 65 | 939 
 j-- 5 5 8 | 35 2 3] 30! 54 1 72 | 1018 
Total for 28 weeks, 1915 | 874 428 29: 46] $472 | 157] 2535 | 
1914 | 461 | 491 11 74 59 | 156] 1427 | 2516 | 147] 2342 | 24644 
Corresponding 1913 | 333 | 861 95 | 264] 1734 | 3569] 122] 1361 | 18550 
period in 1912 ew. | 513° | 573 45 | 252 92 | 191 | 2162 | 4770] 164] 1931 | 24580 


t The Parasitic Mange Order of 1911 was suspended from 6th August, 1914, to 27th March, 1915, inclusive. 


(a) Confirmed. (b) Reported by Local Authorities. 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, July 13, 1915 


+ Counties affected, animals attacked : Kent 1, London 1, 
} Figures for fifteen weeks only. 


Outbreaks 
IRELAND. Week ended July 10] ... 4 2 2 11 
1914 | i 3 7 9 18 
Corresponding Week in 1913 ... 9 4 
1912 ... 15 46 4 7 16 
Total for 28 weeks, 1915 see 1 1 1 3 40 260 146 848 
1914 ... 1 1 75 | 955 age ast 52 359 126 671 
Correspending period in 1913 ..] ... bes one 92 333 90 550 
1912 ... 2 2 16 | 131 a oss 46 262 145 1313 
nye of Agrieultare and Technical Instruction for Ireland, ee; Branch), Dublin, July 12, 1916. 
Nors.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. ° diseased or Exposed to Infection. 
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